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2022 Legislative Program Summary
Brevard County Initiatives

Utility Services
Infrastructure Optimization
· SUPPORT Fixed Capital Outlay funding for a new Advanced Wastewater Treatment plant to serve the growing population of Port St. John.
[bookmark: _GoBack]Aging infrastructure and projected population growth in Port St. John require the construction of a new 1.5 MGD advanced wastewater treatment plant to service the area’s needs. Providing advanced treatment and increasing capacity for septic to sewer projects reduces nutrient loading to the Indian River Lagoon, thereby minimizing negative impacts to the already-burdened ecosystem. Passage of the Clean Waterways Act in 2020 and the Reclaimed Water bill in 2021 is indicative of future trends towards environmental protection in state of FL and highlights the need to provide advanced wastewater treatment throughout the County.

· SUPPORT Fixed Capital Outlay funding for new Advanced Wastewater Treatment and Potable Water Treatment plants to serve the growing population of South Brevard.
Aging infrastructure and projected population growth in South Brevard require the construction of a new advanced wastewater treatment and potable water treatment plants to service the area’s needs. Providing advanced treatment and increasing capacity for septic to sewer projects reduces nutrient loading to the Indian River Lagoon, thereby minimizing negative impacts to the already-burdened ecosystem. Passage of the Clean Waterways Act in 2020 and the Reclaimed Water bill in 2021 is indicative of future trends towards environmental protection in state of FL and highlights the need to provide advanced wastewater treatment throughout the County. The ability to provide the highest quality drinking water will help Brevard to remain attractive to new development. Upgrades to the drinking water system will ensure that this vital service is delivered in the most cost-effective and environmentally friendly manner.

Natural Resources 

Indian River Lagoon and St Johns River
· SUPPORT state cost-share for Water Projects that reduce pollution sources, remove legacy loading, restore critical ecosystem functions and provide sound, applied research for the Indian River Lagoon, St. John’s River Upper Basin and Lake Washington. 
In 2021, the Legislature allocated $616 million in water quality grants.  Continuation of this program encourages local governments and agriculture to improve stormwater and waste water treatment, remove legacy loads or restore critical ecosystem functions.  Recurring funds are also critical to the Indian River Lagoon National Estuaries Program.
· SUPPORT algal bloom monitoring and remediation.
Harmful algae (the green super bloom, brown tide, red tide, multiple colors of cyanobacteria) continue to bloom in the Indian River Lagoon, obliterating seagrass habitat and occasionally creating hypoxic fish kills.  Now toxic blooms have begun in the St Johns River.  Research is needed on the causes, contributing factors and remediation options for blooms.  

Resiliency
· SUPPORT dedicated state funding sufficient to sustain sand on Florida’s beaches.  
The Legislature has supported a dedicated funding level of $50 million for a cost share grant program to maintain the state’s sandy beaches.  For the coming year Brevard is seeking $6.2m in cost share from State’s dedicated beach funding program.   Healthy funding levels for this cost share program are critical to support the state’s tourism brand, economic well-being, and in Brevard, our globally important sea turtle nesting beaches within the Archie Carr National Wildlife Refuge. 

Transportation Infrastructure Priorities

Support Surface Transportation Priorities 
· Ellis Road Widening – Fund construction for the widening of Ellis Road to four lanes. Strategic Intermodal System designation granted in 2016. This is the Space Coast TPO’s number one transportation priority. 

· SR 528 Widening - Continue design update and fund construction to expand multimodal options and accommodations for increased freight, resiliency and water quality considerations. 

