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[bookmark: _GoBack]August 24, 2021
Lieutenant General Scott A. Spellmon
Chief of Engineers and Commanding General
U.S. Army Corps of Engineers
441 G Street NW
Washington, D.C. 20314-1000

RE: Federal Solicitation for Proposals by Non-Federal Interests in FY2023 Water Resources Development Act: Kennedy Space Center and the Indian River Lagoon
Dear LT GEN Spellmon:
Along Florida’s Space Coast, two valuable assets coexist – NASA’s Kennedy Space Center (KSC) and the Indian River Lagoon, which was designated by Congress as an estuary of national significance. The Indian River Lagoon (IRL) occupies 40% of Florida’s east coast with a watershed comprised of seven counties and 39 cities. The IRL generates $7.6 Billion annually to Florida’s economy, is home to 1.6 million residents and is recognized for its high biological diversity (4,300 species documented, with numerous species of economic value and species of concern (rare, threatened or endangered). The IRL is a key driver to the wealth and health of Florida’s economy by providing jobs, housing, tourism, industry, and recreation. The natural resource looms large for the quality of life that will help ensure KSC and its commercial space partners can attract and retain the skilled workforce necessary to sustain the Space Coast, Florida, and the United States as the epicenter of human spaceflight, technology development, and space discovery.

I am writing to you today to propose a project for the inclusion of the February 2022 Annual Report to Congress as required by WRRDA 2014, Section 7001. The proposal is for a feasibility study on ways to restore IRL water flow. Federal construction at KSC has altered the natural water flow, water connections and wetlands between Mosquito Lagoon, Banana River, and the Indian River Lagoon. Current east-west transportation corridor and earthen causeway infrastructure servicing KSC are contributing to poor water quality, harmful algal blooms, loss of seagrass and impacts to biological resources – including manatees.

East-west transportation causeways have compartmentalized the system, further restricted water flow and increased water retention time in waterbodies. Slow flow and long retention times makes these segments of water more vulnerable to nutrient pollution and Harmful Algal Blooms (HABs). The worst water quality and hot spots for algal blooms in in the Mosquito Lagoon, northern Indian River Lagoon, and Banana River.

Outcomes of this study will determine a way forward to build coastal resilience into KSC infrastructure and transportation corridors while improving water flow and restoration of natural wetland connections that were once natural hydrological features of the Mosquito Lagoon, Banana River, and northern Indian River Lagoon estuary complex.

Sincerely,


Rita Pritchett, Chair
Brevard County Commissioner
District 1
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