ATTACHMENT A - Comparison of Dock Code throughout Florida

Staff reviewed the Code of Ordinances of twenty (20) municipalities and counties throughout the state of Florida to compare with current
Brevard County code regarding dock related issues (point for measuring dock projection and clear riparian area between docks at
residential properties). A comparison matrix of findings is provided as Table 1 below. A summary of code references regarding dock
related issues is provided as Table 2.

Table 1. Types of Dock Projection Measurement Points referenced in various Code of Ordinances

No . Seawall Property line | Point of
reference MHWL MLW il / bulkhead / lot line installation

Brevard County X
City of Cocoa Beach X
City of Indian Harbor Beach X
City of Palm Bay X
City of Melbourne X
City of Satellite Beach X
Volusia County X
Indian River County X
Orange County X
. Town of Lantana X X
. Town of Manalapan X
. Village of Royal Palm Beach X X
. City of Crystal River X
. Town of North Palm Beach X
. City of Vero Beach X
. City of Stuart X
. City of Palm Coast X
. Charlotte County X X
. City of Marco Island X X
. City of Cape Coral X
21. City of Jupiter

TOTAL 7 5 3 4 4 2 1
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Table 2. Summary table of code references regarding dock related issues

Measurement points —
waterway and/or dock
projection

Brevard County no code reference

The width of any waterway shall
be determined by either of the
following methods:

1) As indicated on a survey.

2) As determined from an aerial
map using data provided by the

Brevard County Property
Appraiser. Section 3-28 D.2.a

City of Cocoa Beach

Length of a dock or pier shall
mean the distance from the mean
high water line at the landward
end or landward side of such dock
or pier to that point on the dock or
pier nearest the center of the
waterway in which such dock or
pier is located. Sec. 19.(b)(9)

City of Indian Harbor
Beach

Width of an artificial waterway
shall mean the distance measured
perpendicular to the centerline of

Moored watercraft setbacks
and/or clear zone
requirements

no code reference

Setbacks - side

A boat dock, covered boat dock
or pier, including pilings, shall
extend no closer than seven and
one-half feet to the side property
line, as projected in a straight line
into the waterway. Where two
abutting properties sharing canal
frontage submit concurrent
permits for dock structures, there
is no minimum side setback from
the shared property line for each
property owner. Sec. 62-2118
(d)(2)
Side setbacks for any waterside
accessory structure shall be
twenty (20) percent of the lot
width or a minimum of fifteen (15)
feet from any side property line,
whichever is greater. The
property width shall be measured
along the rear property line.
Section 3-28 D.2.e
A boat dock, covered boat dock
or pier, including pilings, shall
extend no closer than to the side
property line of the parcel or lot
on which such dock or pier is
located or parcel boundary line
than the minimum side yard
distance established in the
zoning district in which such lot or
parcel is located as projected in a
straight line into the waterway.
Sec. 19.(d)(2)

2

If a waterside vehicle is docked
or moored within fifteen (15) feet
of the side property line, it shall
be done so in such a manner
that does not significantly
impede docking or mooring at
an adjacent property. Section 3-
28 D.2.9.(4)

no code reference



Measurement points — Setbacks - side Moored watercraft setbacks
waterway and/or dock and/or clear zone
projection requirements
such artificial waterway from the
mean high water line on one side
thereof to the mean high water
line on the opposite side thereof. If
either shore of an artificial
waterway consists of a bulkhead
the width of such waterway shall
be measured from the bulkhead.
Sec. 19.(b)(13)
City of Palm Bay WIDTH OF WATERWAY. The No piers, docks, or boathouses no code reference
distance measured perpendicular | shall be constructed so as to
to the centerline of such waterway @ encroach upon the riparian rights
from the mean or ordinary high of other property owners. §
water line on one shore thereof to  170.142
the mean or ordinary high water
line on the opposite shore thereof.
If either shore consists of a
bulkhead or seawall, the width of
such waterway shall be measured
from the seawall or bulkhead.
§ 170.140(A)

Length. Piers, docks and
boathouses, alone or together in
combination to include the boat,
boat mooring spaces and pilings,
shall not project into a waterway
more than thirty three percent
(33%) of the minimum width of the
waterway or two hundred fifty
(250) feet, whichever is less,
measured from the point at which
the pier, dock or boathouse is
proposed to be extended into the
waterbody. § 770.7140(D)



City of Melbourne

Measurement points —
waterway and/or dock
projection

Length—Marine facilities, alone
or together in combination to
include the boat, boat mooring
spaces and pilings, shall not
project into a waterway more than
20 percent of the minimum width
of the waterway or 250 feet,
whichever is less, measured from
the point at which the marine
facility is proposed to be extended
into the water body. The minimum
width of the waterway is
determined by establishing a line
perpendicular to the shoreline at
the point of origin of the marine
facility and creating two 45-degree
radials off the perpendicular line at
the point of origin. Each of the 45-
degree radials shall be extended
until intersecting with another
shoreline at which point they shall
be connected with a line creating
a 90-degree zone of intersection.
The shortest distance between
shorelines within this 90-degree
zone of intersection shall be
established as the minimum width
of the waterway. Sec. 2 (F)(2)(a)

Setbacks - side

A side yard setback shall be
required for all marine facilities
together or in combination to
include boat mooring spaces and
pilings. Side yard setbacks shall
be equal to the side setback of
the zoning district in which the
marine facility is located or 7.5
feet, whichever is greater. Lot
lines shall be extended into the
waterway for purposes of the
measurement. Sec. 2 (F)(2)(a)

Moored watercraft setbacks
and/or clear zone
requirements

Regardless of setbacks, no
marine facility shall be
constructed so as to encroach
upon the riparian rights of other
property owners, unless said
riparian property owner shall
consent in writing in form and
substance acceptable to the city
attorney to such encroachment.
Sec. 2 (F)(2)(a)



City of Satellite
Beach

Volusia County

Indian River County

Orange County

Measurement points —
waterway and/or dock
projection

Structures shall not extend into
the water more than 20 feet or 20
percent of the canal's width,
measured at mean high water,
whichever is less except mooring
piles on the Grand Canal may
extend into the water no more
than 30 feet.

Sec. 30-525(a)

The dock area shall not exceed
750 square feet, including any
boathouse, but excluding walkway
extensions into the water. The
area of a boathouse is the square
footage under roof. Walkways
shall not exceed eight feet in
width. Sec. 72-278(1)

Docks, including tie-off piles,
mooring or dolphin poles, and
public piers shall not project
outward from the shore more than
twenty-five (25) percent of the
width of the waterway at a point
where they are located. The
outward projection of a dock and
associated structures shall be
measured from the water's edge
at mean low tide. Section
932.07(3)(b)1.

The dock shall extend only to the
point where reasonable water
depth for vessel mooring is
achieved. Sec. 15-342(a)

Setbacks - side

Every portion of any structure set
forth in section 30-524 shall be
set back at least ten feet from the
extended side-yard property line.
Sec. 30-525(b)

No dock shall be permitted within
15 feet of any side lot line, or its
extension into the water.

Sec. 72-278(5)

Riparian side yard setback
encroachment prohibited. No
dock, pier, boat shelter or other
waterfront structure may
encroach on a required riparian
side yard setback as extended
waterward for the zoning district
in which the project is located,
unless such an encroachment is
necessary for the utilization of
riparian rights. Section 932.07(4)

no code reference

Moored watercraft setbacks
and/or clear zone
requirements

Boats shall maintain a five-foot
setback from the extended side-
yard property line.

Sec. 30-526(b)

no code reference

No portion of a watercraft
moored at such boatslip shall
project into the extended
riparian side yard setback,
unless necessary to allow the
utilization of riparian rights.
Section 932.07(2)

The dock shall not adversely
affect the rights of other persons
and property owners' use of, and
access to, the water body. Sec.
156-342(a)



Town of Lantana

Town of Manalapan

Village of Royal
Palm Beach

Measurement points —
waterway and/or dock
projection

The length of a dock or pier
extending from the shore into any
water shall not exceed twenty-five
(25) percent of the width of the
water body at the specific location
of construction . However,
regardless of the width of the
water body, no dock shall exceed
one hundred (100) feet in length
as measured from the bulkhead
line or mean high water line

Sec. 23-134(a)(2)

No dock shall project waterward
more than necessary (evidenced
by bathymetric surveys) to reach a
terminus and mooring area
located in a water depth of three
(3) feet of water at mean low
water (MLW), or more than eighty
(80) feet from any lot or lot of
record or seawall, whichever is
less .

§-151.063(B)(1)

Docks shall extend a maximum of
five (5) feet out from the face of
the bulkhead wall or from the edge
of the water body. In no instance
shall any structure extend more

Setbacks - side

No pier or dock or mooring pilings
extending from the shore shall be
closer than twenty-five (25) feet
from the joint property lines of
immediately adjoining property
owners, except with the written
consent of such adjoining
property owners; If the dock is a
marginal dock (parallel and
immediately adjacent to a
bulkhead), the setback restriction
shall be ten (10) feet. Sec. 23-
134(a)(5)

No dock or portion of a dock,
including any of its dolphin piling,
shall be located closer than
twenty-five (25) feet to any other
dock or portion thereof or any of
its dolphin pilings or to any other
lot or lot of record to which such
dock is not accessory or to the
closest portion of the side lot
lines of the lot or lot of record
from which the dock projects or
the waterward projection or
extension of such side lot lines.
§-151.063(B)(12)

For construction water side of
any lot on the water body, a dock
shall not be placed within ten (10)
feet of the side property line
extended;

6

Moored watercraft setbacks
and/or clear zone
requirements

no code reference

No portion of any docked boat,
ship or water vessel shall project
closer than twenty-five (25) feet
to the closest portions of the
side lot line of any lot or lot of
record to which such dock is
accessory or the waterward
projection or extension of such
side lot lines or closer than
twenty-five (25) feet to any lot or
lot of record to which such dock
is not accessory.
§-151.063(C)(2)

no code reference



City of Crystal River

Town of North Palm
Beach

City of Vero Beach

Measurement points —
waterway and/or dock
projection

than twenty (20) percent of the
width of the water body; Sec. 7-
18(b)(2,3)

No dock shall extend waterward of

the mean high water line more
than two hundred (200) feet over
sovereign , submerged land or
more than twenty-five (25) percent
of the width of the waterway at
that particular location, whichever
is less.

Sec 5.01.07(M)

Docks shall extend a maximum of

five (5) feet waterward from the

rear property line.
Sec. 5-84(5)

Docks may extend into a

waterway a maximum of 20

percent of the width of the

waterway.

Setbacks - side

Sec. 7-18(b)(1)

All boat docks, boat davits, boat
lifts, boathouses, and boat covers
shall comply with any applicable
side yard setback. Such side yard
setback shall be measured from
the extension of the side lot line
into the water, perpendicular to
the shore line, at the point where
the side lot line intersects with the
mean high water line.

Sec 5.01.07(J)

In regard to construction
waterside of any lot having fifty-
foot or less frontage on the water,
docks shall not be placed within
five (5) feet of the side property
line extended.

In regard to construction
waterside of any lot having
greater than fifty-foot frontage on
the water, docks shall not be
placed within ten (10) feet of the
side property line extended.

Sec. 5-84

Docks shall be setback a
minimum of 15 feet from side
property lines.

Sec. 31.05(a)(5)

7

Moored watercraft setbacks
and/or clear zone
requirements

Boats stored on such structures
shall not protrude beyond the
side yard setback. Such side
yard setback shall be measured
from the extension of the side lot
line into the water, perpendicular
to the shoreline, at the point
where it intersects with the mean
high water line.

Sec 5.01.07(K)

no code reference

Forty percent (20 percent either
side of the centerline) of the
width of the waterway shall
remain unobstructed by docks,



City of Stuart

City of Palm Coast

Charlotte County

Measurement points —
waterway and/or dock
projection

Sec. 31.05(a)(3)

For the purposes of this section,
measurements shall be from the
mean low water mark.

Sec. 31.05(a)(6)

Docks on canals and creeks shall
not extend from the shoreline
waterward more than 25 percent
of the canal width measured at the
narrowest point of the canal
adjacent to the lot

Sec. 10-171(d)

The length of all docks, inclusive
of all components, shall not
exceed 65 percent of the property
frontage along the canal. Sec.
4.01.05.C.3.b

On manmade bodies of water,
such structures shall not extend
further seaward than twenty-five
(25) percent of the open water
span or twenty-five (25) feet from
the mean high waterline or
seawall at the point of installation,
whichever is less. Sec. 3-9-
65(b)(2)

Setbacks - side

All residential docks or piers shall
be set back a minimum of five
feet from both the riparian and
side property lines, and shall not
impair the use of existing or
future dockage, because of
proximity.

Sec. 10-171(a)

The minimum setbacks from a
projection of the side property
line to the structure shall be a
minimum of ten feet. Sec.
4.01.05.C.3.a

Boating structures are required to
meet the minimum side yard
requirement set forth in the
zoning district in which the
property is located

Sec. 3-9-65(a)(4)

Moored watercraft setbacks
and/or clear zone
requirements

mooring or dolphin poles, or

moored boats.
Sec. 31.05(a)(1)

All residential docks or piers
shall be set back a minimum of
five feet from both the riparian
and side property lines, and
shall not impair the use of
existing or future dockage,
because of proximity.

Sec. 10-171(a)

The size of the vessel and
location of adjacent docks shall
be considered to ensure that the
vessel does not interfere in any
manner with the navigation of
ingress and egress. Sec.
4.01.05.C.3.b

no code reference



City of Marco Island

City of Cape Coral

City of Jupiter

Measurement points —
waterway and/or dock
projection

Protrusion shall be measured
from the face of the seawall. On
lots where the property line
extends into the water, the
protrusion shall be measured from
the property line. Sec. 54-
111(a)(4)

The platted width of the waterway
shall be defined by the recorded
plat. Sec. 54-111(a)(5)
Marine improvements may extend
25% of the calculated waterway
width or 40 feet, whichever is less,
as measured from the water
frontage line Section 5.4.3A.1
Docks which are located on or
upon any manmade surface
waters (i.e., lakes, retention
ponds, or canals), boundaries of
such manmade surface waters
being totally within a residential
area, shall not project more than
five feet or ten percent of the width
of the waterway, whichever is
greater Sec. 27-2626(b)(2)

Setbacks - side

Boat docking facilities shall have
side yard setbacks equivalent to
15 percent of the seawall length,
as measured along the waterfront
and from each applicable riparian
line.

a. The minimum required setback
shall be seven and one-half feet.
b. The maximum required
setback shall be 15 feet

Sec. 54-111(b)(1)

Marine improvements are
setback 12 feet from each
extended side property line.
Section 5.4.3A.1

No dock, boat lift mooring space,
mooring piling, davit, other
mooring facility, or floating
structure (i.e., dock, walkway,
floating vessel platform, etc.)
shall be located nearer to the
side lot line than the side setback
required for the district within
which the property is located as
measured from a line that
extends out from the side
property lines into the waterway
or canal. Sec. 27-2626(b)(6)

Moored watercraft setbacks
and/or clear zone
requirements

The setback shall apply to that
portion of the boat dock facility
and moored vessel waterward of
the property line. Sec. 54-
111(b)(1)d.

no code reference

boats may be moored without a
setback to the extensions of a
property's side property line, but
no part of the boat shall
overhang the vertical plane
created by a side property line's
extension into the waterway or
canal. Sec. 27-2626(b)(6)



