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  WHEREAS, the Second Amendment to the Constitution of the United States of America provides that “[a] well regulated Militia, being necessary to the security of a free State, the right of the people to keep and bear Arms, shall not be infringed;” and 
 
   WHEREAS, Article I, § 8(a), of the Florida Constitution provides that “[the] right of the people to keep and bear arms in defense of themselves and of the lawful authority of the state shall not be infringed, except that the manner of bearing arms may be regulated by law,” and 
 
   WHEREAS, in appreciation and understanding of the foregoing constitutional mandates, the State of Florida has no discretion and, by law, must issue concealed weapon permits to all non-prohibited lawful applicants; and 
 
   WHEREAS, the State of Florida, through the Department of Agriculture and Consumer Services, licenses law-abiding citizens to carry, in a concealed manner, many weapons, including firearms; and 
 
   WHEREAS, § 790.053, Fla. Stat., generally disallows law-abiding firearm owners from openly carrying firearms; and 
 
   WHEREAS, among the exceptions to § 790.053, Fla. Stat., § 790.25(3)(h), Fla. Stat., allows for unlicensed and permitless open carry of firearms by “[a] person engaged in fishing, camping, or lawful hunting or going to or returning from a fishing, camping, or lawful hunting expedition;” and 
 
   WHEREAS, § 790.053, Fla. Stat., specifically permits, in pertinent part, “a person licensed to carry a concealed firearm… to briefly and openly display the firearm to the ordinary sight of another person, unless the firearm is intentionally displayed in an angry or threatening manner, not in necessary self-defense;” and 
 
   WHEREAS, printing may be defined as the inadvertent display of the characteristic outline of a firearm underneath clothing which may be seen by others nearby; and 
 
   WHEREAS, it is not universally known that printing is entirely lawful pursuant to § 790.053, Fla. Stat.; and 
 
   WHEREAS, a number of concealed permit holders understandably worry about alarming those uninformed regarding the various exceptions to the general open carry prohibition; and 
 
   WHEREAS, due to such concern, lawful concealed firearm owners may choose to venture out unarmed or underarmed so as to avoid any chance of printing while wearing clothing appropriate for the season and weather conditions; and 
 
   WHEREAS, wearing unseasonably bulky clothing in the often hot, humid, Florida climate discourages lawful concealed carry; and 
 
   WHEREAS, those wishing to escape the open carry prohibition may do so easily by having a fishing pole with them and claiming they are going to or returning from fishing as the high burden of proof is lawfully on the state to prove a violation, not on the accused to defend against one; and 
 
   WHEREAS, any and all unnecessary 911 calls regarding printing and/or lawful open carry constitute a waste of often scarce law enforcement resources and may lead to unnecessary and wholly avoidable confrontation between law enforcement officers and law-abiding firearm owners; and 
 
   WHEREAS, over 30 states permit open carrying of a firearm without any license or permit; and 
 
   WHEREAS, at least 15 more states allow open carrying of a firearm with a license or a permit; and 
 
   WHEREAS, less than 10% of all states wholly disallow open carrying of a firearm; and 
 
   WHEREAS, numerous exceptions to § 790.053, Fla. Stat., serve to lessen its effectiveness and, additionally, lead to a confused and unaware public; and 

   WHEREAS, over the past several months, the political and social climate, coupled with a degree of collective insanity, has led to uncontrolled lawlessness across a portion of the country, including areas in which police have been barred entry by violent rioters; and

   WHEREAS, every reasonable measure must be taken to allow for the lawful carrying of firearms by individuals who wish to have adequate and effective means of self-defense in an era regularly marked by ongoing violent riots; and 

   WHEREAS, the most immediate and direct remedy for a bad guy (or woman) with a gun is a lawfully armed good guy (or woman) with a gun; and 
 
   WHEREAS, § 790.053, Fla. Stat., unreasonably restricts law-abiding gun owners from exercising their constitutional rights; and

   WHEREAS, open carry ought to be permitted at all locations in which concealed carry is lawfully authorized; and

   WHEREAS, the unfortunate reality is that a blanket open carry bill may not be appreciated by a sufficient percentage of the legislature to ensure passage; and

   WHEREAS, to better ensure any such bill passes, it may be necessary to permit individual counties to “opt-out” or, less preferably, “opt-in;” and

   WHEREAS, if, at this time, there is insufficient will amongst the legislators to pass a broad open carry bill, we should strive to improve existing state statute to promote increased clarity as well as to provide for additional common-sense exceptions to the generalized open carry prohibition.

   NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED BY THE BREVARD COUNTY BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS: 
 
   We call upon the Brevard County Legislative Delegation, consisting of Senators Tom A. Wright (14th Dist.) and Debbie Mayfield (17th Dist.) and Representatives Rene Plasencia (Dist. 50), Tyler Sirois (Dist. 51), Thad Altman (Dist. 52), and Randy Fine (Dist. 53), to promptly introduce legislation to permit lawful open carry of firearms by, at a minimum, all those law-abiding concealed carry permit holders licensed through the Florida Department of Agriculture and Consumer Services.

   DONE, ORDERED AND ADOPTED this 4th day of August, 2020.

ATTEST:

___________________________	________________________________
SCOTT ELLIS, CLERK			BRYAN ANDREW LOBER, CHAIR
BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS 
BREVARD COUNTY, FLORIDA 
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