RESOLUTION 20-____

EXTENSION OF EXEMPTION FOR SOLAR PHOTOVOLTAIC INSTALLATIONS FROM PERMITTING FEES

WHEREAS, prior to implementing an exemption to permitting fees for solar photovoltaic installations, homeowners were charged an average of $175 for such permits by Brevard County; and

WHEREAS, commercial entities were charged an average of $400 for solar photovoltaic permits; and

WHEREAS, various groups and agencies, including the U.S. Energy Information Administration, a division of the U.S. Department of Energy, have concluded that solar photovoltaic power has a far less negative impact on the environment in comparison to traditional forms of power generation; and

WHEREAS, in many circumstances, it is in the economic long-term interests of residents and businesses to supplement or supplant traditional electric consumption with solar energy; and

WHEREAS, graduated permit fees are often perceived as an uncertain cost by those who might otherwise consider such installations, thereby discouraging further analysis of potential economic benefits; and

WHEREAS, it is in the best interest of Brevard County citizens to remove barriers to the adoption and installation of solar photovoltaic equipment on homes and businesses; and

WHEREAS, for the foregoing reasons, the Brevard County Board of County Commissioners implemented an exemption to solar photovoltaic permitting fees on March 20th, 2018, for a period of one (1) year; and

WHEREAS, on February 26th, 2019, the Board voted to extend the exemption for an additional one (1) year through Resolution 2019-027; and

WHEREAS, this policy has led to a decreased burden on those considering such installations with minimal costs to the County, and have had no effect on the General Fund.



NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED THAT THE BREVARD COUNTY BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS OF BREVARD COUNTY, FLORIDA, does hereby 

AMEND Resolution 2018-039 to EXTEND the scheduled sunset provision for three (3) years; all other permitting requirements shall remain unchanged.  
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DONE, ORDERED AND ADOPTED, in regular session, this 25th Day of February, 2020.




_________________________
BRYAN LOBER, CHAIR
BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS
BREVARD COUNTY, FL

ATTEST:



________________________
SCOTT ELLIS, CLERK


