
From: Erika Allen
To: AdministrativeServices; Commissioner, D1; Commissioner, D5; Commissioner, D3; Commissioner, D2; 

Commissioner, D4
Cc: Anthony Johns; Dianne Baumert-Moyik; Piper Brummerstedt; Melbournefl@public.govdelivery.com
Subject: OPPOSED TO: Planning and Zoning Meeting June 15th at 3:00 agenda item regarding Defender Homes Airway 

Heights LLC (Kim Rezanka) requests a Small-Scale Comprehensive Plan Amendment (26S.02) to change the 
Future Land Use designation from RES 4 to RES 6. ...

Date: Friday, June 12, 2026 12:58:20 PM

[EXTERNAL EMAIL] DO NOT CLICK links or attachments unless you recognize the sender and 
know the content is safe.

P&Z Agenda Item H.3 (26SS00002)(Tax Account 2702763) (District 5)

P&Z Agenda Item H.4 (26Z00008)(Tax Account 2702763) (District 5)

Applicant: Defender Homes Airways Heights, LLC, a Washington State limited liability 
company

 

Dear Members of the Brevard County Board of County Commissioners and Brevard County 
Planning & Zoning Board :

  My name is Erika Allen, and I have lived on Turtle Mound Road for 54 years. My parents 
bought property on Turtle Mound Road in the early 1960s. In 2006, I built a house on part of 
this property. Many of the residents in this area are also generational residents as well. I am 
writing to strongly oppose the proposed development on the former WMEL AM radio station 
14 acre parcel located near Turtle Mound Road and White Road. The density proposal is 
excessive and completely inconsistent with the character of our community. It represents a 
level of density far greater than anything currently existing in the surrounding area. Approving 
a project of this scale would fundamentally alter-and ultimately diminish- the unique rural 
nature that defines our neighborhood. Turtle Mound Road is not a high-density development 
area. It is a community characterized by large parcels of land, with homes typically situated on 
several acres—most are more than one acre and some up to 10 to 15 acres per residence. The 
presence of horse signage and some traffic calming measures, such as speed bumps, reflects 
the rural lifestyle we have worked to preserve. Along Turtle Mound Road you will find 
numerous private driveways with serene and distinctive names such as Lightning Bug Lane, 
Equine Lane, Hideaway Lane, etc because of the length of these driveways and the size of the 
properties, Brevard County required these have their own name. It is a very special and unique 
part of Brevard County and why the residents have chosen to live there, many across 
generations. Introducing 86 homes into this setting would irreparably disrupt the existing 
environment and way of life and ruin one of the most unique areas we have in Brevard 
County.

 

    I am not opposed to the responsible development of the former WMEL radio station 
property. However, any development should remain consistent with the current RR-1 zoning 
designation, which allows no more than one home per acre. This approach would respect both 
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the land and the established character of the surrounding community.

      

      I respectfully request that the Planning and Zoning Board recommend denial of the 
applications for this property to change the Comprehensive plan and rezoning request in 
applications 26Z00008 and 26SS00002.

 

       Erika Allen, Anthony Johns

      3908 Lightning Bug Lane

      Melbourne, Florida 32934

      321 223 4721

    

   



From: Jason via Change.org <change@e.change.org> 
Sent: Sunday, 14 June 2026 16:47:03 
To: Commissioner, D5 <D5.Commissioner@brevardfl.gov> 
Subject: You’ve been identified on a petition: Oppose rezoning at 1800 Turtle Mound Rd, Melbourne, 
Florida 32934  
  

[EXTERNAL EMAIL] DO NOT CLICK links or attachments unless you recognize the sender and 

know the content is safe. 

 

  

 

   

 

Hi Thad Altman,  

My name is Jason, and I’m reaching out from Change.org to let you know 
that you’ve been tagged on a petition on our platform: “Oppose rezoning at 
1800 Turtle Mound Rd, Melbourne, Florida 32934”.  

 

View the petition 

With over 500 million users worldwide, Change.org is the world’s largest 
platform for civic participation. Every day, people use our nonpartisan 
platform to speak up about the issues that matter to them and reach the 
elected officials who can make change happen.  

Being tagged on a petition means that people believe you have the power 
to influence this issue. It’s a sign that your leadership is needed, and your 
constituents are eager to engage. 

If you’d like to learn more about the petition or discuss next steps, we’re 
here to help. You can reach our team anytime at 
decision.makers@change.org or by phone at 415-907-4737.  
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https://click.e.change.org/f/a/7X-5EldBatrBlRV1PfhFUQ%7E%7E/AANj1RA%7E/xbQig3QipOSgDNgY2vE40ZEeCk3yBEbbMs36IshVRKTe5f1kuItXo9j8RIAgVF6Fpyh62VpuXfg2iVh-vqCt4wgzH1KSIuyCB9RCNh3xW0hkPfF3xrdkwiOeZNL9lv4i9gwBI_JyvF2vSFccOaFBovwUMWyWA75e4WriM3yflmFhee7fEU9JSw-UonjrPWbaIz3zSXMRDAJUUkQYy5e-h9xljFs7gUxBzsmzwTw2WWeeOU5O1N8jwD7eql68LRjwrBgB2LQPYSnAK0rD7AjThBfouUwDZPahHJhpMBjWr2ykXxYPHzpGIVA2MXyN-OAWUxw_6sZO6LqJ2irWbRE8uSKnCacoqAHg9zYH5phVWpYGSTvGDzJy7IWtv_GkgQ-V-yc-5g5FVXyGAnRoxccQwOwerZ8mCfxg2P77cpWjlcU%7E
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Thank you for your time and consideration. We look forward to connecting 
with you soon.  

 

 

Best,  
Jason Barnaby  
Decision Maker Outreach  
Change.org  
415-907-4737  
jason@change.org  

 

 

   

 

This is an informational notification sent to the email address listed as the 
decision maker for this petition. If you are not the decision maker, let us 
know by replying directly to this email.  

 

   

 

 

Contact us through our help center. Review our Privacy Policy here.    
Change.org  ·  548 Market St #29993, San Francisco, CA 94104-5401, USA  

 

   

 

© 2026, Change.org, PBC  
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From: Commissioner, D5
To: AdministrativeServices
Subject: FW: Formal Objection to Case 26Z00008 & Case 26S.02 (1800 Turtle Mound Road)
Date: Friday, June 12, 2026 1:04:18 PM

 
 

From: Pam Baxter <2rogerbaxter@gmail.com> 
Sent: Friday, June 12, 2026 1:02 PM
To: Commissioner, D5 <D5.Commissioner@brevardfl.gov>
Cc: Gilliam, Trina <Trina.Gilliam@brevardfl.gov>
Subject: Fwd: Formal Objection to Case 26Z00008 & Case 26S.02 (1800 Turtle Mound Road)

 

[EXTERNAL EMAIL] DO NOT CLICK links or attachments unless you recognize the sender and
know the content is safe.

 

Begin forwarded message:
 
From: Pamela Baxter <2pambaxter@gmail.com>
Subject: Formal Objection to Case 26Z00008 & Case 26S.02 (1800
Turtle Mound Road)
Date: June 12, 2026 at 12:51:53 PM EDT
To: "D5.commisioner@brevardfl.gov" <D5.commisioner@BrevardFL.gov>
 
Dear Mr. Altman and Members of the Brevard County Planning and Zoning
Board,

Re: Formal Objection to Case 26Z00008 & Case 265S.02 (1800 Turtlemound
Rd)

My name is Pamela Baxter and I reside at
3595 Hammock Trail
Melbourne, FL 32934
which is near the proposed development site.  My husband Roger and I have
owned our property since 1984.  I was born in Melbourne in 1961 and he
moved here in 1963.  So to say we have seen the changes is very much a true
statement.  

mailto:D5.Commissioner@brevardfl.gov
mailto:administrativeservices@brevardfl.gov
mailto:2pambaxter@gmail.com
mailto:D5.commisioner@brevardfl.gov
mailto:D5.commisioner@BrevardFL.gov


We also were the prior owners of the 1800 Turtlemound property.  We had it
for over 10 years.  We had good intentions ourself of making a small
neighborhood which the county had approved for 11- one acre homesites.
We had been told along with other builders it was not possible to 
change the zoning for even 1/2 acre sites.  The reasons cited were city water
and sewage would be a problem along with other land issues. Has anyone
even asked the city about sewage and water?

I am very much opposed to this development going in with such a large
amount of infustructure.  It will create a great deal of traffic on the already
very busy Turtlemound that is used daily as a Wickham road by-pass.  We
live here and can not get in or out of this area at morning and evening 
times.  Along with the commercial traffic that comes also.  Cars speed
through this area all the time.  

My dream as a child living in the Leewood neighborhood was to always live in
the Lakewashington area off of Turtlemound Rd.  This area has been my
home since !984 when we started building our house.  I have raised my two
daughters her and one has even bought a house off of Parkway, because it is
such a special area.  Please keep the large land developers out of this area.
 We can not get green space back.  Also there are protected Gopher tortoises
on that 14 acres (the reason the road is named Turtlemound) and sadly they
will just be killed.  If this is allowed there will be the other plots that are left
that can be developed into apartments and multifamily units.  We only have
a few large pieces left.  One is a horse stable the other was the Dairy which is
up for sale now on Turtlemound.  Please do not let our little slice of the
country be taken away from all of us that chose to live on acreage in the
lakewashington area.

Thank you for taking your time to consider all of the people that live here.
 Please file and distribute this to all board members prior to the upcoming
public hearing on June 15,2026. I request that my opposition be noted in the
official meeting minutes.  

Sincerely,

Pamela Baxter

321-749-4477



2pambaxter@gmail.com

 

mailto:2pambaxter@gmail.com


From: Diane Duffy <dianeduffy5136@gmail.com>  
Sent: Friday, June 12, 2026 9:17 AM 
To: Gilliam, Trina <Trina.Gilliam@brevardfl.gov> 
Subject: Formal Objection – Case 26Z00008 & Case 26S.02 (1800 Turtle Mound Road) 
 

[EXTERNAL EMAIL] DO NOT CLICK links or attachments unless you recognize the sender and know the 
content is safe. 

Dear Ms. Gilliam and Members of the Brevard 
County Planning and Zoning Board, 

 My name is Diane Duffy, and I reside at 1594 
Bonelli Court, Melbourne, FL 32934, near the 
proposed development site. I have been a resident 
of this community for approximately 14 years and 
have witnessed significant increases in traffic 
congestion, as well as rising natural gas, water, 
and sewer costs during that time. 

I am writing to formally register my strong 
objection to the comprehensive plan amendment 
and zoning classification change requested by 
Defender Homes Airway Heights LLC for the 14.37-
acre property located at the northwest corner of 
White Road and Turtle Mound Road. 

I respectfully urge the Board to deny the request 
to change this property from RES 4 to RES 6 and 
from Rural Residential (RR-1) to Low-Density 
Multiple-Family (RU-2-6) for the following reasons: 

1.Zoning Incompatibility 



The surrounding area is an established lower-
density rural residential community. Introducing 
multiple-family housing at this density is 
inconsistent with the existing character of the 
neighborhood, alters the rural nature of the area, 
and establishes a precedent for additional high-
density development in the future. 

2.Traffic and Safety Concerns 

Turtle Mound Road and White Road were not 
designed to accommodate the increased traffic 
generated by a multi-family development of this 
size. Residents already experience increasing 
traffic volumes throughout the area, and this 
project would further burden local roadways and 
create additional safety concerns. 

The intersection of Aurora Road and Turtle Mound 
Road has a long history of traffic accidents and is 
already a safety concern for residents, pedestrians, 
and cyclists. Additional traffic generated by a high-
density residential development will only increase 
those risks. 

My concerns are based not only on observations as 
a resident but also on personal experience. On 
December 26, 2014, while walking my dog and 
crossing Turtle Mound Road in the marked 
crosswalk at Aurora Road, I was struck by a 
vehicle whose driver failed to stop at the stop sign. 



The driver fled the scene without stopping. My dog 
was killed, and I suffered injuries as a result of the 
collision. This tragic event remains a vivid 
reminder of the safety challenges that already 
exist at this intersection. 

Given the existing traffic conditions, accident 
history, and pedestrian safety concerns, I believe 
introducing a large number of additional residents 
and vehicles into the area will make an already 
hazardous corridor even more dangerous. 

I respectfully request that a comprehensive traffic 
impact study be completed and made available to 
the public before any approval is considered. 

3.Drainage, Wetlands, and Flooding 

This area already faces challenges related to 
drainage, wetlands, and flooding. Additional 
impervious surfaces associated with higher-density 
development may worsen existing conditions and 
negatively affect surrounding properties and 
environmentally sensitive areas. Any applicable 
evaluations involving the Florida Department of 
Environmental Protection and the United States 
Army Corps of Engineers should be completed and 
disclosed before rezoning is considered. 

4.Infrastructure and Utility Capacity 



Existing infrastructure, including water, sewer, and 
emergency services, may not have been designed 
to support development at the proposed density. 
Residents have already experienced increasing 
utility costs over the years. A comprehensive 
infrastructure capacity analysis should be 
completed to demonstrate that current systems 
can accommodate this project without adversely 
affecting existing residents. 

5.School Capacity 

A development of this scale has the potential to 
increase enrollment demands on local schools. A 
school impact analysis should be completed in 
coordination with Brevard County Public Schools to 
determine whether existing facilities can absorb 
the additional demand. 

6.Impact on Property Values 

Many residents have invested in this community 
with the expectation that its rural residential 
character would be maintained. The proposed 
rezoning and resulting development may 
negatively impact surrounding property values and 
undermine those expectations. 

Accordingly, I respectfully request: 



• That this objection be included in the official case 
file for Case 26Z00008 and Case 26S.02. 

• That this correspondence be distributed to all 
Board members prior to the public hearing 
scheduled for June 15, 2026. 

• That my opposition be noted in the official 
meeting minutes. 

• That the Board require a full traffic impact study, 
infrastructure capacity analysis, school impact 
analysis, and wetlands evaluation before any vote 
is taken. 

• That, if the community has not had sufficient 
opportunity to organize and respond to this 
proposal, the Board grant a continuance to allow 
for full public participation. 

• That you please confirm receipt of this email and 
that it has been included in the official case file. 

Thank you for your time, service, and 
consideration of the concerns of the residents 
affected by this proposal. I appreciate your careful 
review of this matter and your commitment to 
protecting the safety, character, and integrity of 
our community. 

Sincerely, 



Diane Duffy 
1594 Bonelli Court 
Melbourne, FL 32934 
(321) 610-3654 
dianeduffy5136@gmail.com 

  
 





From: Commissioner, D5
To: AdministrativeServices
Subject: FW: Property Rezoning in Melbourne Florida
Date: Friday, June 12, 2026 12:40:44 PM

 
 

From: Philip Read <philmerk910@aol.com> 
Sent: Thursday, June 11, 2026 6:02 PM
To: Commissioner, D5 <D5.Commissioner@brevardfl.gov>
Subject: RE: Property Rezoning in Melbourne Florida

 

[EXTERNAL EMAIL] DO NOT CLICK links or attachments unless you recognize the sender and
know the content is safe.

Hello,
I am writing to express my concern about rezoning notice 26Z00008.
I want to oppose the rezoning request and maintain the RR-1 zoning to maintain
cohesion with adjacent properties.
Sincerely,
Philip Read
4229 Lakemont Road
Melbourne FL 32934
email philmerk910@aol.com
(321) 446-1805
 

Sent from the all new AOL app for iOS
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From: Kelly Rich
To: AdministrativeServices
Cc: Commissioner, D5; Trish Rich
Subject: Planning & Zoning ID# 26SS0002 & 26Z0008
Date: Thursday, June 11, 2026 5:38:26 PM

[EXTERNAL EMAIL] DO NOT CLICK links or attachments unless you recognize the sender and
know the content is safe.

Hello,

I called the county Planning & Development office phone number listed on the courtesy card sent to us
(really... a courtesy?), left a voicemail, and never received a call back. Regardless, the meeting is on
Monday at 3:00 PM to discuss the zoning changes for ID# 26SS0002 & 26Z0008, and I will be attending.

I would like to have time to speak as a resident living within 500 feet of the property being
discussed to express my disagreement with this proposed change from single to multifamily use.
What do I need to do in order to speak?  I will arrive early to ensure I can speak.

1. Safety: Too much added traffic. We just got speed bumps on Carolwood Drive, and we need more
speed bumps as it is to slow traffic to posted speed limits. Adding an unknown number of
additional cars to our street is dangerous.

2. Security: Emergency access for this many new residents will be a challenge for local law
enforcement and medical services. Furthermore, adding multi-story buildings will allow top floors to
see onto our property, creating shadowing and a loss of privacy. If this is low-income public
housing, there are additional safety concerns. I know these neighborhoods well; I lived on
University Blvd when I first moved to Melbourne, and I see the logged Sheriff calls at the old
housing development on Marywood. It is a statistical fact.

3. Operational: Where is the water and rain runoff going to go? We already experience flooding.
Where will the sewage go? The streets cannot handle any more traffic. Both Turtle Mound Rd and
White St. are at capacity right now.

4. Zoning: There is no like or similar multi-family property within 2 miles. Putting multi-family zoning
next to existing multi-family zoning makes sense, but there is none of that here.

5. Property Values: We know what happens when low-income housing is built next to single-family
homes. A stark mismatch in building types can devalue existing single-family properties. I am not
talking about the assessed value; I am talking about the market and retail value.

6. Violations: Local elected officials have been contacted. Thad Altman is our District 5 County
Commissioner. Under Brevard County rules, if an application generates heavy public opposition
via letters, petitions, or testimony, the county requires the developer to meet directly with affected
property owners. The developer has not held a community meeting before this first public hearing,
meaning they are already in violation.

7. Comprehensive Plan: A multi-family development in this neighborhood violates the existing
Brevard County Comprehensive Plan goals, which include maintaining neighborhood character
and protecting local natural resources.

8. Missing Studies: Where are the developer's Traffic Impact Analysis, Stormwater/Flooding Impact

mailto:kellydougrich@gmail.com
mailto:administrativeservices@brevardfl.gov
mailto:D5.Commissioner@brevardfl.gov
mailto:trishrich2021@gmail.com


Analysis, and School and Utility studies? Did the out-of-state developer or the County conduct
these? If so, where are they? The public and residents need a copy to respond.

Conclusion: The only gain here is to the developer and investor's wallets. They knowingly bought single-
family zoned property with the sole intent of increasing its value through rezoning. This is a classic move
by out-of-state companies that only care about their bottom line. They do not share our local interests,
which are (straight out of Commissioner Altman’s mission statement): growth management, infrastructure,
decorum, preserving our natural resources, and improving our quality of life.

Thank you,

Kelly D. & Patricia L. Rich, Residents
4095 Carolwood Drive
Melbourne, FL, 32934
(321) 795-5984



From: WILLIAM SAWCZYN
To: AdministrativeServices
Subject: Fwd: Rezoning of White Road and Turtlemound Rd.
Date: Friday, June 12, 2026 1:23:51 PM

[EXTERNAL EMAIL] DO NOT CLICK links or attachments unless you recognize the sender and
know the content is safe.

Sent from my iPad

Begin forwarded message:

From: WILLIAM SAWCZYN <sawmax@aol.com>
Date: June 12, 2026 at 1:19:20 PM EDT
To: Zoning@brevardfl.gov
Subject: Rezoning of White Road and Turtlemound Rd.

﻿To Whom it May Concern:
We are very concerned about the possibility of rezoning the 14 acre property located at the
northwest corner of White and Aurora Roads. As long term residents of Carolwood Drive we
and other property owners are against the change in zoning and the impact that would have on
our residential area. Our neighborhood and the subdivision of Carolwood itself was zoned
rural residential, a deciding factor in choosing to live here. On  Carolwood Drive our
individual properties are approximately 2 acres. To annex property allowing 6 units per acre
will negatively affect our enjoyment of our property and value as well. 

Turtlemound is already experiencing negative effects from heavy traffic and cannot absorb
additional heavy traffic that would be the result of a multifamily addition.
With this rezoning, the necessity of sewage disposal and water requirements will further
negatively affect neighboring properties increasing the very real risk of  flooding and damage
sensitive wetlands as well.

We urge that the rezoning be denied for all the above concerns and this email be added to the
official case file and noted in the meeting minutes. 

Sincerely, 
William Sawczyn , Col. US Army Retired
Cynthia C Sawczyn 
4155 Carolwood Drive
Melbourne, FL 32934
321-242-8213
Sent from my iPad
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From: ROBERT WALTERS
To: Commissioner, D4
Cc: Bob Walters
Subject: Zoning Issue - Turtlemound and Aurora Roads
Date: Thursday, June 11, 2026 2:49:18 PM

[EXTERNAL EMAIL] DO NOT CLICK links or attachments unless you recognize the sender and know the content
is safe.

Mr. Feltner,

Please consider us opposed to the apartment project being considered for zoning on the old WMEL radio property. 
The traffic on Turtlemound has already increased significantly with the building of the Amazon Distribution Center
there.

Hoping you will consider the feelings of the residents in this beautiful rural neighborhood.

We appreciate your support in this matter.

All our best

Susan & Bob Walters
3720 Brennan Drive
Melbourne FL 32934-8341
321-794-8503 (cell)

26SS00002
26Z00008
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