Resolution 26- 	
A RESOLUTION ON BEHALF OF THE BREVARD COUNTY BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS RECONGIZING JULY 26TH, 2026 AS MANGROVE DAY
WHEREAS, mangroves are a keystone species and an iconic feature of Florida’s coastal ecosystem; and
WHEREAS, mangroves provide critical habitat for native Florida wildlife, including at least 220 species of fish, 181 species of birds, 24 species of reptiles and amphibians, and 18 mammal species; and
WHEREAS, throughout Florida, 75% of sport and commercial fish species rely on mangroves. Both recreational and commercial fishing industries represent a massive economic benefit to the state’s economy and the Indian River Lagoon region. Recreational sport fishing was valued at more than $9.2 billion, and commercial fishing recorded an estimated $197 million in landings in 2020; and
WHEREAS, mangroves provide more than $50 billion in coastal protection services by acting as natural barriers during extreme weather events, safeguarding private and public lands; and
WHEREAS, root systems of mangroves can trap sediments and pollutants, absorb excess nutrients, and filter heavy metals and wastewater before they make their way into the Indian River Lagoon; and
WHEREAS, Florida’s mangrove population has declined to a fraction of its historic levels because of deforestation, development pressures, and severe weather impacts; and
WHEREAS, many residents of Florida and the Indian River Lagoon region may not understand the ecosystem and economic value that mangroves provide to their community; and
WHEREAS, communicating the importance of mangroves and their valuable contribution to Florida’s way of life can encourage public awareness of an iconic species; and
WHEREAS, Floridians have the opportunity to contribute to the restoration of mangrove ecosystems by donating propagules to mangrove nurseries, undertaking safe and legal mangrove trimming practices, and even installing mangroves along their shorelines, thus further compounding the ecosystem services and economic benefits to the State of Florida. 
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the Board of County Commissioners of Brevard County, Florida, recognizes July 26th, 2026, as
Mangrove Day
in Brevard County and encourages all citizens to do their part in understanding, protecting, and restoring these important species and habitats. 
DONE, ORDERED, AND ADOPTED, in regular session, this 21st day of July 2026.

ATTEST:								
							
_____________________				______________________________
RACHEL M. SADOFF, CLERK			THAD ALTMAN, CHAIR
							BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS 
BREVARD COUNTY, FL


