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January 13, 2026

Secretary Alexis A. Lambert
Florida Department of Environmental Protection
3900 Commonwealth Boulevard, MS 10
Tallahassee, FL 32399

Re: Request for Reconsideration of Meeting Format and Location – Blue Origin Permit Renewal Public Meeting

Dear Secretary Lambert,

On behalf of the Brevard County Board of County Commissioners, I respectfully request reconsideration of the format and location for the Florida Department of Environmental Protection’s January 30 public meeting regarding the proposed renewal of Blue Origin’s industrial wastewater discharge permit.

Brevard County values its longstanding partnership with the Department and appreciates DEP’s continued efforts to engage the public in an effective and transparent manner. We understand that the Department has historically conducted regulatory public meetings using an open-house format and recognize that this approach can be effective in many circumstances. However, given the significant level of public interest in this permit and its potential implications for the Indian River Lagoon and surrounding communities, the Board believes this particular meeting warrants a modified approach.

Accordingly, the Commission respectfully requests that the Department consider:

· Relocating the meeting to a larger venue that can accommodate anticipated attendance and provide adequate parking and livestream capability; and
· Utilizing a presentation-style meeting format that includes a structured overview of the proposed permit, followed by questions and answers and an opportunity for formal public comment.
A presentation-style format would ensure that all attendees receive the same information simultaneously, promote clarity and consistency in responses, and enhance transparency for residents who are unable to attend in person. The County has made available facilities at the Viera Government Center campus, which can accommodate these needs, including overflow space and livestream capability, at no cost to the Department. Additionally, the Simpkins Center at Eastern Florida State College would also be an acceptable venue capable of accommodating a larger audience and supporting enhanced public participation.

Commissioners are hearing increasing concern from residents regarding the ability to meaningfully participate under the currently proposed venue and open-house format. Given the level of public interest and the importance of this permit decision, the Board believes it is essential that the Department take these concerns into account and adjust the meeting format and location to ensure meaningful, accessible, and transparent public participation.

We respectfully request reconsideration of the Department’s determination regarding this matter as soon as practicable, in advance of the currently scheduled meeting date of January 30, 2026.

Respectfully,



Thad Altman
Chair, Brevard County Board of County Commissioners

cc:
The Honorable Ron DeSantis, Governor of Florida
The Honorable Debbie Mayfield, Florida Senate
The Honorable Tom Wright, Florida Senate
The Honorable Chase Tramont, Florida House of Representatives
The Honorable Tyler Sirois, Florida House of Representatives
The Honorable Brian Hodgers, Florida House of Representatives
The Honorable Monique Miller, Florida House of Representatives
The Honorable Robert Brackett, Florida House of Representatives
Aaron Watkins, Central District Director, Florida Department of Environmental Protection
Nathan Hess, Assistant Director, Florida Department of Environmental Protection
Reggie Phillips, Permitting Administrator, Florida Department of Environmental Protection
Randall Cunningham, Engineering Specialist, Florida Department of Environmental Protection
Sarah Fayed, Ombudsman/Media & External Affairs, Florida Department of Environmental Protection
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