	Wastewater Management Option
	Typical Effluent Total Nitrogen (mg/L)
	Typical Effluent Total Phosphorus (mg/L)
	Typical Nitrogen Reduction
	Typical Phosphorus Reduction
	Comments

	Conventional Septic System
	40–70
	8–15
	10–30%
	Little P removal after soil saturation
	Baseline system; nitrogen readily reaches groundwater; no longer permitted within the watershed of the Indian River Lagoon; Florida Legislature set a 2030 deadline for their phase out.

	Enhanced Nitrogen-Reducing Septic (Performance-Based Treatment System) 
	10–20
	5–10
	65–85%
	Little P removal after soil saturation
	 Performance-based or nitrogen-reducing septic technologies provide enhanced nitrogen removal and pathogen treatment beyond conventional septic systems.

	Conventional Septic + In-Ground Nitrogen-Reducing Bioreactor
	15-20
	8–15
	65–75%
	Little P removal after soil saturation
	Passive subsurface treatment systems installed beneath septic drainfield to further reduce nitrogen before wastewater reaches groundwater or adjacent water bodies.

	Distributed (Decentralized) Sewer* 
	10-20
	8–15
	≥80%
	Little P removal after soil saturation
	Individual on-site systems with remote, professional operation and maintenance.

	Private Package Treatment Plant
	10-30
	8–15
	50–80%
	80–95%
	Similar performance to distributed sewer; shared treatment facilities serving multiple homes or developments where individual onsite systems are unsuitable and centralized sewer is not available. 


	Central Sewer (Advanced Wastewater Treatment)
	2-3
	0.1–1
	90–95%
	90–99%
	Highest level of treatment 


* According to Florida Statute 403.814, “Distributed wastewater treatment unit” or “DWTU” means an advanced onsite closed-tank wastewater treatment system that is remotely operated and controlled by the permittee using an electronic control system and designed to achieve secondary treatment standards and a minimum of 80 percent total nitrogen removal before discharge to a subsurface application system.

