Business Impact Estimate
AN ORDINANCE OF THE BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS OF BREVARD COUNTY, FLORIDA, PERTAINING TO EMERGENCY MANAGEMENT; DELETING IN ITS ENTIRETY CHAPTER 94 – SOLID WASTE, ARTICLE VII. – DEBRIS REMOVAL FROM PRIVATE ROAD RIGHT-OF-WAY AND OTHER PRIVATE PROPERTY; AMENDING CHAPTER 42 – EMERGENCY SERVICES, BREVARD COUNTY CODE OF ORDINANCES, AND CREATING ARTICLE V. – DECLARATION OF EMERGENCY; CREATING SECTION 42-131. – DEFINITIONS; CREATING SECTION 42-132. – DECLARATION OF LEGISLATIVE INTENT; CREATING SECTION 42-133. – DECLARATION OF STATE OF LOCAL EMERGENCY; CREATING SECTION 42-134. – DELEGATION OF EMERGENCY POWERS TO BE EXERCISED BY CHAIR, VICE CHAIR, OTHER COUNTY COMMISSIONER, OR COUNTY MANAGER; CREATING SECTION 42-135. – ADDITIONAL EMERGENCY MANAGEMENT POWERS AND DELEGATION OF SUCH POWERS; CREATING SECTION 42-136. – DISASTER DEBRIS REMOVAL; CREATING SECTION 42-137. – TEMPORARY HOUSING UNITS PERMITTED WHEN INDIVIDUALS ARE DISPLACED FROM THEIR HOMES DUE TO DAMAGE FROM A DISASTER; CREATING SECTION 42-138. – FEDERAL REIMBURSEMENT; CREATING SECTION 42-139. – PENALTIES FOR VIOLATION; PROVIDING FOR RESOLUTION OF CONFLICTING PROVISIONS; PROVIDING FOR SEVERABILITY;  PROVIDING FOR AN AREA ENCOMPASSED; PROVIDING FOR AN EFFECTIVE DATE;  AND PROVIDING FOR INCLUSION IN THE CODE OF ORDINANCES.

In accordance with the provisions of controlling law, even notwithstanding the fact that an exemption may apply, Brevard County hereby publishes the following information:

1. Summary of the proposed ordinance: The proposed ordinance accomplishes the following:

a) Codifies a delegation of authority to declare a local state of emergency, from the Board of County Commission to the Chair, and when the Chair is not available to the Vice-Chair, and if both the Chair and Vice Chair are not available, to the remaining commissioners in ascending order of districts and to enact emergency protection measures to the Chair, and when the Chair is not available, to the Vice Chair, and when the Chair and Vice Chair are not available, to the next remaining available commissioner in ascending order by district, and if no commissioners are available to the County Manager. The Board retains the ability to terminate a local state of emergency by majority vote if at any time the Board feels no hazard or emergency remains.

b) Defines the role of emergency management and outlines emergency powers and decision-making processes. 

c) Transfers debris removal language from the Solid Waste ordinance to the Emergency Management ordinance.

d) Allows for the waiving of specific zoning restrictions during disasters for residents eligible for federal or state disaster housing assistance.

2. An estimate of the direct economic impact of the proposed ordinance on private, for-profit businesses in the County, if any:
(a) An estimate of direct compliance costs that businesses may reasonably incur: None.    
(b) Any new charge or fee imposed by the proposed ordinance or for which businesses will be financially responsible: None.
(c) An estimate of the County’s regulatory costs, including estimated revenues from any new charges or fees to cover such costs: None.

[bookmark: _Hlk139971024]3. Good faith estimate of the number of businesses likely to be impacted by the proposed ordinance: None.

4. Additional information the governing body deems useful (if any): 
Emergency management ordinances are becoming increasingly recognized as a best practice for disaster preparedness and response. In Florida, 67% of counties have implemented such ordinances, which climbs to 75% among coastal counties. Notably, Brevard is the sole county with a population exceeding 400,000 that lacks such a crucial ordinance. Historically, the Comprehensive Emergency Management Plan (CEMP) sufficed to outline response and recovery efforts for emergencies. However, federal and state authorities increasingly prefer these core concepts outlined in an ordinance, especially for those areas where they directly interact with the County. Furthermore, emergencies are growing in complexity, emphasizing the need for swift decision-making and action. Establishing an Emergency Management Ordinance will provide the required clarity and timeliness and codify a framework for an efficient and effective response/recovery.



