RESOLUTION
WHEREAS, Suzanne Elizabeth "Sue" Schmitt Kirwan dedicated her life to serving the citizens of Brevard County with integrity, vision, and unwavering commitment, leaving an indelible mark on the community she loved; and
WHEREAS, after moving to Brevard County in 1956, Sue graduated from Melbourne High School and Orange Memorial Hospital School of Nursing before beginning her professional career at Kennedy Space Center during the Mercury Program; and
WHEREAS, Sue Schmitt made history as the first woman elected to the Rockledge City Council and later became only the second woman elected to the Brevard County Board of County Commissioners, representing District 4 for three consecutive terms from 1982 through 1994, including serving as Chair of the Board in 1985, 1988, and 1991; and
WHEREAS, throughout her distinguished public service, Commissioner Schmitt championed responsible growth management, infrastructure improvements, environmental stewardship, water quality protection, and thoughtful planning that helped shape the future of Brevard County; and
WHEREAS, affectionately known as "Zoo Sue," she was a driving force behind the creation of the Brevard Zoo and played a significant role in the development of Viera, Space Coast Stadium, environmental land conservation initiatives, and numerous community projects that continue to benefit residents and visitors alike; and
WHEREAS, throughout her years of public service and beyond, Commissioner Schmitt Kirwan developed lasting and meaningful relationships with Brevard County employees, treating each with kindness, respect, and appreciation. 
WHEREAS, following her elected service, Commissioner Schmitt continued to serve Brevard County through appointments to the Charter Review Committee and the Redistricting Committee, demonstrating her lifelong dedication to effective local government; and
WHEREAS, Sue Schmitt believed that service to others was one of life's greatest responsibilities, a value she instilled in her family and exemplified throughout her remarkable career in public service; and
WHEREAS, Suzanne Elizabeth "Sue" Schmitt Kirwan passed away on June 4, 2026, at the age of 86, leaving behind a legacy of leadership, compassion, vision, and public service that will continue to inspire generations of Brevard County residents.
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED THAT THE BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS OF BREVARD COUNTY, FLORIDA does hereby honor and celebrate the life and extraordinary legacy of

SUZANNE ELIZABETH “SUE” SCHMITT KIRWAN
 
and expresses its sincere gratitude for her decades of dedicated public service and her lasting contributions to the citizens of Brevard County.
DONE, ORDERED AND ADOPTED, in regular session, this 21st day of July, A.D., 2026.


						____________________________________
						THAD ALTMAN, CHAIR
						BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS
						BREVARD COUNTY, FLORIDA

ATTEST:

______________________
RACHEL SADOFF, CLERK


