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Horst, Rachel

From: CEER@brevardfl.gov
Sent: Friday, January 31, 2025 3:07 PM
To: Horst, Rachel
Subject: A new CEER Recommendation has been submitted as ID #2025073

 
Recommendation # 2025073 

  
   

 
Dear CEER Administrator, 
 
Speak Up Brevard Recommendation ID #2025073 has been submitted. Please login to the CEER Application to start the 
recommendation evaluation workflow. 
 
Contact Information: 
 

Group/Organization 
 

Name Elizabeth A Blackford 

Address 486 Nogales Ave NE, Palm Bay FL 32907 2335  

Phone (321) 622-2633 

Email HardAground@outlook.com 

Alternate Email SailSlowDancing@yahoo.com 

 
Recommendation Information: 
 

Recommendation ID 2025073 

Recommendation Title FLUSHING IRL SALES TAX DOWN THE TOILET 

Areas Affected 
 

Department Affected 
 

Current problem Every day, thousands of people in Brevard County pay an additional half-cent-per-
dollar sales tax to help clean up our biggest economic driver, the Indian River Lagoon. 
Yet in the next breath, they flick their cigarette butts out the window, fail to pick up 
after pets, or treat their sod lawn with high phosphorus-high nitrogen fertilizer. 
Developers are building homes with minimal regard for the environmental impacts of 
their construction methods. Cities and HOAs actively oppose Lagoon-friendly 
landscaping methods and plants. The recovery plan is in place, but we have NO 
COORDINATION & NO ENFORCEMENT. 

Recommendation I recommend that Low Impact Development (LID) principles be required by law for all 
current & future construction, commercial & residential; and for all remodeling & 
renovation construction. Builders & contractors have had ample opportunity to learn 
about & adopt these environmental and cost-saving principles, but have failed to do 
so. Big Box and Ma & Pa stores aren’t even required to display signage regarding 
fertilizer ordinances. Stormwater drains and waterfront public spaces are not routinely 
marked, maintained, or cleaned. Many other counties in Florida have already adopted 
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these measures because they see the importance of planning for sustainable growth 
without damaging the environment. Benefits for Developers: • Reduces land clearing 
& grading costs • Reduces infrastructure costs (streets, curbs, gutters, sidewalks, 
retention ponds) • Reduces rainwater management costs • May increase lot yield & 
may reduce impact fees • Increases lot & community marketability Benefits for 
Municipalities: • Reduces infrastructure & utility maintenance costs • Improves 
residents’ quality of life • Balances growth with the need to protect the Indian River 
Lagoon & Floridan Aquifer Benefits for Residents: • Improves home livability & re-sale 
aesthetics • Reduces utility costs • Provides habitat for native wildlife, birds, butterflies, 
& bees • Preserves/protects recreation opportunities in natural areas & habitats (IRL) 
Benefits to the Environment: • Improves water quality • Preserves the balance & 
integrity of ecological & biological systems • Ensures the future health of the IRL by 
preventing additional pollution • Increases carbon & nutrient absorption • Improves soil 
health • Preserves tree canopy & natural areas • Provides aquifer recharge 

Attachments No Documents were attached. 

 

Please do not reply to this e-mail, as it will go to an unmonitored mailbox.  


