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To the Planning Commission,             

I’m writing because I’m honestly concerned about the proposal to rezone for a multi-family 
apartment complex on the land behind my house. Nearby is already an apartment complex that 
already constantly has issues with crime, adding another one would just add to the problem. 

I’ve lived here a long time, and that space—even if it isn't a working orchard anymore—is a 
huge part of why our neighborhood green space. Right now, it’s quiet, and it offers a buffer and 
privacy to our back yards. Cramming a high-density complex into that spot just doesn’t make 
sense for this area. 

My biggest worries are pretty simple: 

• Traffic: Our roads weren't built for a hundred extra cars coming and going every day. 
Grove Blvd already is a cut through that a lot of people take, This would add a substantial 
amount of extra cars. This would also add traffic to N. Tropical Trail north of Lucas.  

• The Environment: That lot handles a lot of rainwater. If you cover it in pavement and 
buildings, that water has to go somewhere, and I’m concerned about runoff hitting the 
neighboring yards. Plus, losing the trees and the "buffer" between properties is going to 
make the whole area feel cramped. Hawks and Owls patrol the area already and it is nice 
to have that small bit of isolated area. 

• Privacy: Going from an open field to a multi-story building looking down into our 
backyards is a massive change. We bought our homes here specifically for the privacy 
and the quiet, and this project would basically end that. 

I’m not against growth, but it has to be the right kind of growth. This feels like a developer is just 
adding more housing and people that's going to change the feel of our community forever.  

Please, take a look at the actual impact this will have on those of us who live right next to it and 
deny this rezoning request. 

Thanks for listening, 

Mark Holmquist 

1355 Paul St., Merritt Island, FL 32953 

 






