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November 2016 Ballot Language
Brevard County, Florida
Save Our Indian River Lagoon ½ Cent Sales Tax Referendum
To restore the Indian River Lagoon through financing, planning, constructing, 
maintaining, and operating capital improvements and capital maintenance 
projects and programs designed to improve water quality, fish, wildlife and 
marine habitat, remove muck and reduce pollution, shall an ordinance be 
approved levying a ½ cent sales tax for ten years and requiring deposit of all 
revenue to a Save Our Lagoon Trust Fund solely for such projects, with citizen 
committee oversight and annual independent audits?

YES For the ½ cent sales tax   NO Against the ½ cent sales tax
62.41%      37.5%



Save Our Indian River Lagoon Project Plan



Photo: http://pics-about-space.com/

How Do We Win This Race?



Funding Allocation and Spending

Distribution of SOIRL Funds



Revenues and Leveraging

Residents
$1

Tourists
$0.26

Grants
$0.24

Partners
$1.13

LEVERAGING EACH DOLLAR
$2.63
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SOIRL Project Progress
119 Completed Projects
16 Titusville
12 Brevard Zoo
10 Cocoa Beach
10 Clam Farmers
5 Marine Resources Council
5 Melbourne
4 Cocoa
3 Satellite Beach
2 Indian Harbour Beach
2 Palm Bay

2 Rockledge
2 West Melbourne
1 Private Mobile Home Park… 
1 Private Business Park
1 Cape Canaveral
1 Indialantic
1 Melbourne Tillman WCD
1 Merritt Island Redevelopment  
1 St. Johns River Water Mgmt
39 Brevard County Projects
+   2,269 Homeowner Projects
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Prevent Sewage Overflows

0
500

1000
1500
2000
2500

0 2 4 6 8 10 12 14

Ru
nt

im
e 

(m
in

ut
es

)

Rainfall (inches)

Lift Station B-01 : Runtime vs Rainfall

Before smoke testing

After smoke testing

0

500

1000

1500

2000

0 2 4 6 8 10 12 14

Ru
nt

im
e 

(m
in

ut
es

)

Rainfall (inches)

Lift Station B-19 : Runtime vs Rainfall

Before smoke testing

After smoke testing

0

500

1000

1500

0 2 4 6 8 10 12Ru
nt

im
e 

(m
in

ut
es

)

Rainfall (inches)

Lift Station M-06 : Runtime vs Rainfall

Before smoke testing

After smoke testing

0

1000

2000

3000

4000

0 2 4 6 8 10 12Ru
nt

im
e 

(m
in

ut
es

)
Rainfaill (inches)

Lift Station C-05 : Runtime vs Rainfall

Before smoke testing

After smoke testing

Hampton Manor Senior Living Facility



How Septic Systems Pollute the Lagoon



Septic to Sewer Prioritization 

• Used FDEP approved ArcGIS-based 
Nitrate Load Estimation Toolkit 
(ArcNLET)

• Produced nitrate and ammonia plumes 
for > 27,000 OSTDS 

• Summarized data by Distance, Region, 
Soil type



Results from 6+ Years of Monthly Groundwater Quality Sampling

0

0.5

1

1.5

2

2.5

3

3.5

4

Natural /Control Septic Systems Sewer Service Reclaimed Water Upgraded Reclaimed

Groundwater Nitrogen Concentrations 
(June 2018 – November 2025, Geometric Mean mg/L TN)

Groundwater Monitoring Data



Stormwater loading map and monitoring

Stormwater Project Prioritization



Muck Removal 
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Oyster Restoration

• Most sites are built by Brevard Zoo
• UCF provides independent monitoring
• 100% success this year
• 80% success over all years

• Clam restoration getting started
• Planted Living Shoreline buffers



Cumulative Total Nitrogen Reduction
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Algae Bloom Response (2016-2025)
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Evidence of Progress:  Seagrass Response
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University of Maryland Center for Environmental Science

Cleaner Water Grows More Seagrass

• Seagrass supports up to 40,000 fish per acre
• Seagrass is the Foundation of a Healthy and Productive Lagoon
• Uptakes and sequesters nutrients and provides food, habitat, & oxygen
• Ideal seagrass environment - shallow, protected, expansive



Healthy Lagoon
Economically Responsible Actions
Strategically Sequenced Timeline
Science-Based, Data-Driven Decisions
Responsive & Transparent Citizen Oversight

Virginia Barker, Director
Brevard County 

Natural Resources Management Department

SOIRL is working.  
Restoration takes time. 
Hope is on the Horizon!
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