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Mission
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Core Values 



Guiding Concepts

• Build relationships
– Most resources needed for a response, we do not own
– We may not have all the answers, but we know people 

who do

• Coordinate information and resources
– The core of what we do
– Ensures standard operating picture – same sheet of music

• Change outcomes
– We get to see the big picture
– Positioned to see what is and what is not working
– Utilize the right resource at the right time
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800 MHz Radio System

• Used by all public safety agencies
• User agreements & accounts for 56 agencies
• Radio coverage expanded via new towers in 

Scottsmoor, Indian Harbour Beach, Cocoa Beach
• Obsolete equipment being replaced
• Digital system improving capacity and capability
• Regional interoperability increasing
• Responsible for County tower management/ 

leasing/licensing



9-1-1 Systems Administration 
• Administration of 9-1-1 systems, technology, and 

equipment operations countywide
‒ Basic, 9-1-1 wireline, 9-1-1 wireless, i3 platform

• Provide Text-to-911 capability
• Appropriate technology for eleven Public Safety 

Answering Points (PSAPs)
• Ensure E-911 database accuracy
• Training for Public Safety Telecommunicators 
• GIS & electronic mapping to PSAPs for accurate 

dispatching
• Assign addresses for new development or 

redevelopment: streets, subdivisions, etc.
• Ensure streets/addresses are not duplicated



Emergency Management Operations

• Focused on all-hazards readiness and 
community preparedness

• Brevard’s Unique Hazards
– 32 federal disaster declarations in the past 55 years, 

ranking it in the top 3% in the US
– Tornado activity is 2 times the state average and 3.9 times 

above US average
– Parts of Brevard are within the 50-mile St. Lucie Nuclear 

Power Plant ingestion pathway
– Port Canaveral is the world’s busiest passenger cruise 

port, with over 4 million cruise passengers 







An All-Hazards Approach

• While hazards and threats vary, the 
consequences remain largely the same
– Difference is scale

• The same principle applies to response agencies
– Difference is type of support

• “All-Hazards Approach” allows us to:
– Simplify response operations
– Maximize efficiency
– Create operational stability



Disaster



EOC Structure, 
Fun Facts & Myths 



Disaster Response
 is a 

TEAM SportDisaster Response 
is a 

TEAM Sport



Brevard County EOC Structure
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Purpose
To ensure key jurisdictional or 
agency decisions are:
 Developed in complement 

with one another
 Implemented in coordination
 Unified messaging to the 

public
  

Protective Action Examples
• Evacuations
• Sheltering 
• Government Closures
• School Closures  
• Critical Infrastructure Issues 

Members
• Chairperson of Brevard 

County BoCC
• Brevard County Manager
• Brevard County EM Director
• Brevard County Fire Chief
• Brevard County Attorney
• Brevard County Sheriff
• Superintendent of Schools
• Health Department 

Administrator 
• Public Safety Director 
• Designated Municipal 

Representative 

Emergency Coordination Group



Brevard’s 
Hurricane Problem



2015 data – now 47
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November



https://www.weather.gov/melbourneApril 2, 2026

WEATHER FORECAST OFFICE
Melbourne         Florida

June Hurricanes (1851-2023)

within 100 nm of 
Melbourne

-----------------------

2 Hurricanes

8 Tropical Storms

Tropical Cyclones 101



https://www.weather.gov/melbourneApril 2, 2026

WEATHER FORECAST OFFICE
Melbourne         Florida

July Hurricanes (1851-2023)

within 100 nm of 
Melbourne

-----------------------

3 Hurricanes

6 Tropical Storms

Tropical Cyclones 101



https://www.weather.gov/melbourneApril 2, 2026

WEATHER FORECAST OFFICE
Melbourne         Florida

August Hurricanes (1851-2023)

within 100 nm of 
Melbourne

-----------------------

14 Hurricanes

17 Tropical Storms

Tropical Cyclones 101



https://www.weather.gov/melbourneApril 2, 2026

WEATHER FORECAST OFFICE
Melbourne         Florida

September Hurricanes (1851-2023)

within 100 nm of 
Melbourne

-----------------------

19 Hurricanes

22 Tropical Storms

Tropical Cyclones 101



https://www.weather.gov/melbourneApril 2, 2026

WEATHER FORECAST OFFICE
Melbourne         Florida

Tropical Cyclones 101
October Hurricanes (1851-2023)

within 100 nm of 
Melbourne

-----------------------

22 Hurricanes

21 Tropical Storms

Tropical Cyclones 101



https://www.weather.gov/melbourneApril 2, 2026

WEATHER FORECAST OFFICE
Melbourne         Florida

November Hurricanes (1851-2023)

within 100 nm of 
Melbourne

-----------------------

1 Hurricanes

5 Tropical Storms

Tropical Cyclones 101



Cone contains the center of the storm 67% of the time.



Causeways are closed after the storm until checked for safety.



Run from the Water and Hide from the Wind.



Storm Surge Threat in Brevard

Atlantic vs Gulf
• Steep vs shallow continental shelf 
• High vs low dune line
• Mostly along the coast vs miles inland
• High surge potential vs catastrophic surge potential
Primary areas of concern
• Barrier islands – both sides
• Indian and Banana Rivers
‒ including their canals and tributaries 

• Causeway approaches



Go tens of miles, not hundreds of miles. Public shelters are located in safe areas.



Don’t want to evacuate? 

You can stay if:

 You don’t live in a storm surge zone or flood prone area
 You don’t live in a city that has beach or island in the name
 You don’t live in a mobile or manufactured home
 You live in a home that has protection for the windows and 

doors
 Your health doesn’t  depend on having access to reliable 

power and water

If you did not check a box, 
you are at risk and need to evacuate



Public shelters are available for those without options; you aren’t required to go.

















Pathways to Preparedness

Help us build a culture of preparedness in Brevard!

Know Your Risks

Build a Kit

Make a Plan

Stay Informed

Get Involved



Social Media
Follow @BrevardEOC on Twitter.

Like “Brevard County Emergency 
Management” on Facebook.

Text Alerts
To receive text message updates 
on your cell phone, text 
BrevardEOC to 888777 (normal 
text messaging rates apply).
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